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Spring 2017            Folsom Historical Society 

Quilters, You Had Better Be Ready! 

The 2017 Vintage Quilt and 

Fashion Show is coming to 

the Folsom History Muse-

um in just a few weeks! 

The exhibit, entitled Home 

is Where the Heart is will 

be on display in the Wells 

Fargo Gallery beginning on 

Saturday, March 25 until 

June 4.  

See page 3 for more information! 

Coming soon to the Museum of 

Wonder and Delight: 

LET’S PLAY! Childhood 
Treasures from the Toybox 

The exhibition will feature an assembly of 

whimsical toys, dolls, games, and books from 

the Dolph Gotelli collection. Fantasy objects 

including Victorian paper toys, jumping jacks, 

puzzles, puppets, and other one-of-a-kind 

items and materials will be presented within 

the display. The exhibition open on March 31 

and will run until August 31.  

For more information please see page 7 or check 

the MWD tab at our website. 

www.folsomhistoricalsociety.org 823 Sutter St. Folsom CA 95630 
(916)985-2707 
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2017 President’s Address 
by Jeff Ferreira-Pro 

 
Dear Members, 
  
I’d like to share with all of you a document we’ve 
created that we’re calling our “elevator pitch” for 
the Folsom Historical Society.  It was created as a 
way to present ourselves to potential funders and 
marketing partners.  I thought it important to also 
share with our current members.  I would be de-
lighted to hear your reaction.  You can reach me 
directly at jferreirapro@att.net or 916-792-9438. 
 
The mission of Folsom’s Historical Society is to promote the narrative of 
Folsom’s History. This narrative explains California’s defining character-
istics of innovation and diversity that were launched during the California 
Gold Rush and have driven the economy and culture of the state since.  
 

To accomplish this mission we operate three museums:  
The Folsom History Museum (which speaks to the overall narrative),     
Pioneer Village (which offers a hands-on experience of life as it was in 
19th Century Folsom) and the Museum of Wonder and Delight (a muse-
um of the antique imagination unlike anything you’ll find elsewhere). 
 

In 2017 we are pursuing these new initiatives to     
further enhance our mission: 

Pioneer Village - This venue is our improvement focus for 2017. Our goal is to improve school 
tours, walking tours and other docent-led experiences so that this kid-friendly attraction becomes far  
better known and more frequently visited. 
Chinese Heritage Museum - The acquisition of the Chan House on Folsom’s historic Sutter Street is 
nearly complete. We should be closing escrow shortly with full ownership of the property transferred to 
the    Folsom Historical Society. At that point we will begin pursuing grant funding to restore the build-
ing so that it can become the Folsom Chinese Heritage Museum. We are hopeful we can begin the resto-
ration work in 2018. 
Museum accreditation - We were awarded a grant from Intel and the Amer ican Leadership Fo-
rum through their Encore Fellows program. This is paying for a retired Intel Program Manager to work 
with the Folsom Historical Society for 20 hours per week throughout 2017 at no cost to us to help us to 
expand our programs, attract more visitors and prepare our application for full accreditation from the 
American Alliance of Museums. 
Promoting the Historic District - We are working toward a joint marketing plan to promote the 
Historic District as one attraction rather than continue with the many disconnected, overlapping and 
even competing marketing efforts from many separate sources. We are leading this partnership with key 
district stakeholders to make marketing into one collaborative effort.  
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Not the British, not the Russians; well, one Russian 
quilt only. From San Jose and Cupertino, from Roseville and 
Fair Oaks, the quilts are coming in for our thirty-eighth annual      
vintage quilt and clothing show! Folsom Historical Society        
members and friends are bringing in their favorite quilts and vintage   
family clothing to share with us and our visitors during our spring 

vintage quilt and clothing show: Home Is Where the Heart Is.   

Our theme will be revealed in quilts of home, such as Dresden Plate, 
Cake Stand and Houses. Gardens are often the heart of family out-
door enjoyment right at home. A Grandmother’s Flower Garden 
quilt and a Chinese Lanterns quilt are among those that reveal the 
beauty of gardens.   

Our quilt shows are now featuring special exhibits of quilts and this 
year is no exception. Visitors with an interest in American and world 
history will be intrigued by the presentation of tobacco premium 
quilts. These delicate creations of silk and flannel portray national 
flags, world leaders and American Indians (see adjacent quilt). 

The late Lenore Dean turned her vision of a show dedicated to quilts into reality at the Folsom History   
Museum.  She guided our quilt shows for nearly thirty years.  Lenore’s deep love of quilts is revealed in her 
exquisite quilting skills apparent in our second special exhibit.   

The 2017 Quilt Show Committee invites everyone to come and view our latest 
and most varied exhibition: Home Is Where the Heart Is, opening March 25, 2017 

in the Wells Fargo Gallery at the Folsom History Museum.  
This exhibit is partially underwritten by Dennis Stefani, in memory of his wife, Sandra, whose many  

contributions to our Vintage Clothing Collection help make it a rich resource. 

Detail of Cherry Ripe Quilt: Detail of Russian Houses Quilt: 
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The Folsom History Museum has a number of antique tools in our archive that we 
are unable to identify; we have been able to judge that the majority of them are 
farming tools, but we know very little aside from that. 
 
If you have any knowledge of antique tools and farming equipment and would like 

to help, please contact us at either: 
collections@folsomhistoricalsociety.org or (916) 985-2707 ext. 12 

Thank you!         -Kaitlyn Scott, Archive & Collections Manager 

Fresh from our collection, tucked away in the 

back of our archives we just recently found 

this variety of taxidermied birds! 

Stuffed quail, duck, as well as a coupling of a 

male and female pheasant made this one of the 

more remarkable pulls from our archive since 

we were established! If you’d like to see them, 

feel free to visit them at their new home, the 

Effie Yeaw Nature Center in Carmichael! 

If you have any questions about our collection, 
please contact us at:                                      
collections@folsomhistoricalsociety.org 
or (916) 985-2707 ext. 12 

4 

Help Identify Antique Farm Tools 

Our Birds Find a New Home! 

mailto:collections@folsomhistoricalsociety.org


Calling all quilt 
lovers!  

The museum’s Quilt Show 
Committee is looking for a 
few quilt lovers to join their 
ranks. If you’d like to spend 
time with all sorts of unique 

quilts, please consider joining the Quilt Show Committee.  

You can put your people skills, organizational skills,       
writing skills, secretarial skills, computer skills, marketing 
skills, and many other skills to use in the pursuit of quilt 

show happiness.  

Snoopy Says: “Museums are for Everyone!” 
If you are a museum fan and want to support California’s many history, art, science, cultural and outdoor museums, get 
your Snoopy license plates now! The money raised through the sale of the special license plates goes to help fund the Cali-
fornia Museum Grant Program that benefits the state’s museums.  

The Folsom Historical Society has three museums within one block in the Folsom Historic District: Folsom History Muse-
um, Pioneer Village and the Museum of Wonder and Delight. There are three more museums in the Folsom Historic Dis-
trict, all within walking distance: the Murer House, Folsom Railroad Museum and Folsom Powerhouse State Historic Park. 
The Folsom Prison Museum is located near the Johnny Cash Overcrossing at the entrance of the Folsom Lake CrossingAll of 
Folsom’s museums are open year-round.  

The Snoopy plates are made at the Folsom Prison Industry Authority, which is the only place California vehicle license plates 
are made. The program started in 1947, and currently manufactures 45,000 license plates a day. The Folsom History Muse-
um is one of hundreds of museums in California that are Beagle Backers. Purchasers of Snoopy plates receive a free admis-
sion or discount at these museums.  

To order your own Snoopy plates, go to www.snoopyplate.com. The cost is $50 for the initial fee and 
$40 for renewals.  Take that Snoopy Happy Dance on the road and visit California’s treasury of museums. We thank you! 

Baseball historians Alan O’Connor and Tom 
Crisp came to the Folsom History Museum on 
Feb. 18 to share some insights and fascinating 
tidbits from “Take Me Out to the Ball Game,” 
on exhibit now.  
O’Connor is author of “Gold on the Diamond, 
Sacramento’s Great Baseball Players 1886-
1976.” The book takes you back to the early 
days of professional baseball, when the Sacra-
mento Solons played in the Pacific Coast 
League. A solon was an ancient Greek lawgiver. 
 
Crisp became fascinated with amateur baseball 
and wrote “The $1,000 Elimination League: A 
1915 Sacramento Valley Baseball Experiment.” 
Both books bring to life the politics, the busi-
ness and the characters in their stories. While 
the exhibit is gone, both books will continue to 
be sold in the History Museum Gift Shop. 

The Quilt Show Committee for 2018 will 
be forming soon. If you’re interested, 

please send an email to: 
quilt@folsomhistorialsociety.org. 
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LET’S PLAY: Childhood Treasures from the Toy Box -  Open March 31 to August 31 

This exhibition will feature an assembly of whimsical toys, dolls, games, and books from  the 
Dolph Gotelli Collection.  

Fantasy objects including  Victorian paper toys, jumping 
jacks, games,  puzzles, puppets and  ethnographic toys 
designed out of recyclable materials will be presented. 

Displays of  a clockwork Puss-in-Boots, an English  
Punch & Judy Theatre and a Spring Tea Party attended 
by dolls and Teddy Bears will be another whimsical 
attraction. A highlight will be an installation of a Fairy-
land tree house inhabited by fairies, elves and other  
fantasy residents.  

An exhibit preview will be held on March 30th opening 
at 5pm. For an early preview, and an interview with 
MWD Creative Director Dolph Gotelli, contact Charles 
Robie at info@folsomhistoricalsociety.org 
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Hi again, everyone!  

FHS has seen an incredible amount of 

changes in 2016 and I am so happy to 

share what our Board, Staff, and Volun-

teers have done. 

We have improved our Committee and Communication      

system for increased efficiency, upgraded our IT system, and 

improved our financial understanding to ensure stability of 

Finances and supplies for all sites. 

The website was then updated to reflect our new multi-site 

museum structure, and we began a network of social media 

sites. This includes a way to reach the organization through an 

updated staffing contact list, and forms for our variety of    

programs and departments.  

Tailings was redesigned, complementing the look of our   

website. It now is being emailed to our entire membership and 

hard mailed to our members that do not have email.  

All of this was done with an understood end-goal of National 

Accreditation. We look forward to 2017 and all that we will 

accomplish over this next year. 

     MUSEUM’S   

 “DOCENT DAN”  

        RETIRES 

Bearded and mus-
tached, Dan Thom-
as looks like he 
walked out of a time 
machine arriving 
from the 1850s. 
Dressed in a red and black checkered flannel shirt, bandana 
around his neck, worn blue jeans held up with suspenders and 
a floppy hat on his head, he shares aspects of Folsom’s rich 
history with museum visitors - a presentation punctuated with 
laughter rising from them. Dan is retiring this March from do-
centing at our museum and Pioneer Village for the past four 
years.   

Dan’s interpretive journey with the Folsom Historical Society 
began 32 years after working for the State’s power systems.  
Moving to Folsom from San Diego in 1997, he and his wife, 
Shelley, raised two sons while employed for 15 yrs. at Fol-
som’s ISO.  Upon retirement, he worked on home projects, did 
some traveling and “pestered his wife,” who suggested he 
check out Folsom’s History Museum.  (Thanks, Shelley!)  
Finding our rich, local history fascinating, he offered to volun-
teer and over time became one of our Society’s lead interpret-
ers. Dan appreciates how important a part Folsom played in 
the Gold Rush days.  He states, “most people don’t realize 
Folsom was the last spot of civilization before you headed up 
into the hills with your pack animal (if you could afford one) 
to start mining.” 

Our Archive and Collections department was unified into a       

Committee, which then defined its Scope through an im-

proved accessioning and de-accessioning process. It has now 

cleared the Archives of unnecessary items and has begun 

Quality control and Disaster Preparedness while it is continu-

ing to improve the Collections database, and inventorying for 

the purposes of understanding and increasing its own value. 

Finally, our educational system has been consolidated into 

one overall plan, the Museum School concept. This plan was 

priced to ensure that we have a sustainable process for     

continuous program improvement. We have begun various 

education pilot projects with PDSA (plan, do, study, act)  

information to be able to better give our attendees what they 

want and need. 

Dan shared his favorite part of being a docent is interacting  

with students in second through fourth grade. “By the time 

they’re that old, they have a longer attention span where you 

can tell them something and they’ll remember it.”  

He said he enjoys making local history more interesting by 

giving them something  to think more deeply about. His 

youngest son and his wife are expecting their first child this 

year; Dan and Shelley are looking forward to spending time 

with their first grandchild.   

Thanks for all your hard work Dan, and 

we’ll miss you!  
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